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AGENDA 

Middle Rogue Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Policy Committee  

 
00B 

 

Date: Thursday, January 26, 2017 

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Location: Courtyard Conference Room, Grants Pass City Hall, 101 NW ‘A” Street, Grants Pass, 
Oregon 

Phone : Andrea Napoli, RVCOG, 541-423-1369 
   MRMPO website : www.mrmpo.org

1. Call to Order/Introductions/Review Agenda ........................................................................................Chair

2. Review/Approve Minutes (Attachment #1) ...........................................................................................Chair

Action Items:
3. Continued RTP/TIP Amendment Request ........................................................................ Karl Welzenbach

Background: At the December 2016 TAC meeting, the TAC approved a motion to continue the 
proposed RTP/TIP amendments: Transfer Jurisdiction of OR 260: Lower River Road to 
Josephine County.  The amendment request has since been withdrawn by ODOT.   

Attachment:  None. 

Action Requested:        Approve/Deny original request prior to deletion by ODOT to be consistent with Robert’s 
Rules of Order.

Discussion Items:
4. Statewide Freight Plan .................................................................................................................. Dan Moore 

 Background:    The Fix America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act includes additional requirements 
that the State of Oregon’s Freight Plan must meet by December of 2017.  Included in 
these requirements are the designation of Critical Rural and Critical Urban Freight 
Corridors.  The Oregon Department of Transportation is seeking input from its statewide 
partners in defining both the Rural and Urban Critical Freight Corridors. 
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Attachment:  #2 – Designation Fact Sheet for MPOs,
 #3 – Oregon Freight Plan Amendment Overview 
 #4 – Proposed Critical Urban Freight Corridors 

Map Link – http://rvcog.maps.arcgis.com/apps/PublicInformation/index.html?appid=ef703bc59ec34ddf8511e3d6d2126354

5. Public Comment* .....................................................................................................................................Chair

*(Limited to one comment per person, five minute maximum time limit)*

6. Planning Update ................................................................................................................... Karl Welzenbach

CMAQ Update

Letter to the Land Conservation and Development Commission (Attachment  #5)

7. Other Business / Local Business .............................................................................................................Chair

Opportunity for MRMPO member jurisdictions to talk about transportation planning projects. 

9.   Adjournment ............................................................................................................................................Chair

The next MRMPO TAC meeting will be Thursday, February 2, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Courtyard Conference Room at Grants Pass City Hall.

The next MRMPO Policy Committee meeting will be Thursday, February 16th, at 2:30 
p.m. in the Courtyard Conference Room at Grants Pass City Hall.

IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, IF YOU NEED SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THIS MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT ANDREA NAPOLI, 541-423-1369. REASONABLE ADVANCE NOTICE OF THE NEED FOR 
ACCOMMODATION PRIOR TO THE MEETING (48 HOURS ADVANCE NOTICE IS PREFERABLE) WILL ENABLE US TO MAKE 
REASONABLE ARRANGEMENTS TO ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY TO THIS MEETING.
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Action Item(s):
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MOTION(S):

Discussion Item(s):
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Designating Critical Rural and Critical Urban Freight Corridors 

Page 1 December 2016

Critical Rural Freight Corridors (CRFC) and Critical
Urban Freight Corridors (CUFC) provide important
connections to the National Highway Freight Network
(NHFN). States and MPOs designate corridors to add
mileage to the National Highway Freight Network and
strategically direct federal resources towards improved
system performance and efficient freight movement.
Adding mileage for CRFCs and CUFCs to the state’s
NHFN allows expanded use of National Highway
Freight Program formula funds and FASTLANE Grant
Program funds for eligible projects that support the
national highway and multimodal freight system goals.

ODOT considered two approaches to conduct system
definition and critical freight corridor designation. One
approach would identify segments of the broader
multimodal freight network for designation. The
preferred approach focuses strategically on qualifying
segments in which improvement projects in need of
federal funding are being developed or are anticipated
in the next five to twenty years. This effort will not
impact current roadway designations, such as freight
routes from the Oregon Highway Plan and strategic
corridors from the Oregon Freight Plan. Table 1 below
lists the eligibility requirements to designate corridors.

Table 1: Eligibility Requirements

Critical Rural Freight Corridors Critical Urban Freight Corridors

Must be a public road within the borders of the state
and not in an urbanized area

Must be a public road in an urbanized area

Meet one or more of the following:

1. Rural principal arterial roadway with minimum 25%
of annual average daily traffic (measured in
passenger vehicle equivalent units) from trucks
(FHWA vehicle class 8 13) (A)

2. Provides access to energy exploration,
development, installation, or production areas (B)

3. Connects the PHFS or the Interstate System to
facilities that handle more than 50k TEUs per year
or 500k tons per year of bulk commodities (C)

4. Provides access to grain elevators, agricultural,
mining, forestry, or intermodal facilities (D)

5. Connects to an international port of entry (E)

6. Provides access to significant air, rail, water, or
other freight facilities in the state (F)

7. Determined by the State to be vital to improving
the efficient movement of freight of importance to
the economy of the State (G)

Meet one or more of the following:

1. Connects an intermodal facility to the Primary
Highway Freight System (PHFS), the Interstate
System, or an intermodal freight facility (H)

2. Located within a corridor of a route on the PHFS and
provides an alternative highway option important to
goods movement (I)

3. Serves a major freight generator, logistic center, or
manufacturing and warehouse industrial land (J)

4. Important to the movement of freight within the
region, as determined by the MPO or the State (K)

FHWA encourages States, when making CUFC
designations, to consider first or last mile connector
routes from high volume freight corridors to freight
intensive land and key urban freight facilities, including
ports, rail terminals, and other industrial zoned land

Note: MPOs in urbanized areas with population of
500,000 or more may designate Critical Urban Freight
Corridors in coordination with the State. In urbanized
areas with population under 500,000, the State, in
consultation with MPOs, may designate CUFCs.

FHWA encourages states to consider first and last mile
connector routes from high volume freight corridors to
key rural freight facilities, such as manufacturing
centers, agricultural processing centers, farms,
intermodal and military facilities

State may designate Critical Rural Freight Corridors

FHWA code for each eligibility item is noted in parentheses and bold italics
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According to FAST Act requirements, the State is
responsible for designating Critical Urban Freight
Corridors, in coordination with MPOs, for urbanized
areas with population under 500,000. MPOs may
designate CUFCs, in coordination with the State, in
urbanized areas with population 500,000 or more.

ODOT is facilitating a discussion with MPOs in Oregon to
identify candidates for CUFC designations. The
discussion will take place on January 13, 2017 during
the regularly scheduled MPO Transit Districts meeting.
MPO directors are expected to attend and are invited to
bring planning staff or additional MPO staff as desired.
To prepare for the discussion, ODOT requests each MPO
to develop a refined list of locations or road segments
within your metropolitan planning area as candidates
for CUFC designation.

Please consider the following as you develop your list:

Use the eligibility requirements for CUFCs
listed in Table 1

Develop location/segment list noting the road
name, mile points, segment length, and
applicable FHWA code(s) to indicate applicable
criteria for each facility

Describe each location/segment’s importance
to freight mobility

Consider anticipated need for improvements
on the eligible road network in your
metropolitan planning area

Focus on portions of corridors that provide
critical links or road segments where an
improvement project is being developed
rather than an entire highway corridor

In addition, the State is responsible for designating
Critical Rural Freight Corridors and miles to be added to
the National Multimodal Freight Network in Oregon.
ODOT is developing a working group to discuss
designation candidates in the winter and spring of 2017.
The working group will include representatives of
freight transportation modes, shippers and carriers, and
jurisdictions involved in rural and regional freight
transportation system planning.

Contacts

Scott Turnoy, Freight Planning Program Manager
Scott.turnoy@odot.state.or.us
503 986 3703

Erik Havig, Planning Section Manager
Erik.M.HAVIG@odot.state.or.us
503 986 4127

Key Facts and Resources

USDOT allotted the following additional mileage for
Oregon freight corridor designations:

155 miles for Critical Rural Freight Corridors
77 miles for Critical Urban Freight Corridors

FHWA Guidance on Designations:
www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/crfc/sec_1116_gdnce.htm

Oregon Freight Plan:
www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/pages/ofp.aspx

Figure 1: Illustration of National Highway Freight Network (blue) and
Oregon Highway Plan Freight Routes (red)

For more information on Critical Urban Freight Corridors
and Critical Rural Freight Corridors, or for information on
the Oregon Freight Plan amendment work currently
underway, please contact the ODOT Freight Planning Unit.
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ODOT Planning Project Title VI Report 

OREGON FREIGHT PLAN 
AMENDMENT 

PRO J EC T OV ERVI E W AND  PRO CE SS

O U T R E A C H  A N D  P U B L I C  I N V O L V E M E N T  E F F O R T S  
Outreach to the Oregon Freight Advisory Committee, Metropolitan Planning Organizations and Area 
Commissions on Transportation are components of the outreach and stakeholder engagement plan for 
this project. In addition, a working group consisting of freight transportation modal, industry, and rural 
jurisdiction representatives will provide input on Critical Rural Freight Corridor designations. 

The Oregon Freight Plan (OFP) must 
meet new federal requirements for the 
state to obligate federal formula freight 
funding beyond December 4, 2017. 
The requirements and ODOT’s 
approach for meeting them are 
detailed in the attached document, 
FAST Act Freight Planning 
Requirements and OFP Approach. 
While several of the requirements are 
addressed by the 2011 OFP and other 
statewide policy plans, ODOT’s OFP 
amendment process will address the 
remaining requirements, including a 
tiered statewide inventory of freight 
transportation facilities with mobility 
needs; additional urban and rural facilities designated as critical freight 
corridors; a five-year investment plan listing priority projects; and 
performance measures. A contract has been established for project 
management and facilitation services to help ODOT meet the tight timeline 
to complete the amendment and assist with stakeholder engagement. 

DATA  AND
AN ALY SI S

Freight transportation 
facilities with mobility 
issues are currently being 
inventoried and 
prioritized into tiers. This 
effort includes collection 
of truck travel data, 
National Performance 
Management Research 
Data Set, Average Annual 
Daily Traffic, and analysis 
of highway delay areas, 
intermodal connectors, 
and non-highway needs 
identified by aviation, 
marine, and rail 
representatives. 

K E Y  O U T C O M E S
An amended Oregon Freight Plan, approved by the Oregon Transportation 
Commission and certified by Federal Highway Administration, which 
enables the state to continue obligating federal formula freight funding. 
This effort sets the foundation for freight transportation system 
investments to be included in the 2018-2021 STIP, as well as for future 
statewide freight planning. 

Website: www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/pages/ofp.aspx 
For more Information, Please Contact: 

Scott Turnoy, 503-986-3703 scott.turnoy@odot.state.or.us 
Erik Havig, 503-986-4127 erik.m.havig@odot.state.or.us 
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Oregon’s state freight plan must be compliant with FAST Act planning requirements and approved by Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Division Office 
by December 4, 2017. ODOT is leading the amendment process for the Oregon Freight Plan  the Oregon Transportation Commission 

 the final state freight plan document  November 2017. For quick reference, ODOT has organized the FAST Act freight planning requirements and ODOT’s 
corresponding approach to meet each requirement in Table 1 below.

Table 1: State Freight Plan Requirements and Approach 

FAST Act State Freight Planning Requirements ODOT Approach Schedule 

1. Identification of significant freight system trends, needs, and
issues with respect to the state

The 2011 OFP contains information on trends, needs, and issues - 
develop spreadsheet that refers to relevant sections of the 2011 OFP 
for FHWA review 

 2017 

2. Description of freight policies, strategies, and performance
measures that will guide State’s freight-related
transportation investment decisions

The 2011 OFP and other policy plans contain policies and strategies, 
but performance measures will either reflect federal measures or 
short list of measures linked to investment opportunities 

 2017 

PMs by  2017 

3. Listing of: a) multimodal critical rural freight facilities and
corridors designated within the state, b) critical rural and
urban freight corridors designated within the state

Urban mileage will be designated in consultation with MPOs, rural 
mileage and additional multimodal mileage will be designated in 
consultation with working group of modal, freight transportation 
industry, and rural jurisdiction representatives 

ODOT GIS Unit will develop proposed designation maps 

Revised maps by 
 2017 

Final memo by 
 2017 

4. Description of how the plan will improve the ability of the
state to meet the national multimodal freight policy goals
and the national highway freight program goals

Provide a crosswalk table that demonstrates correlation between 
the national goals and existing statewide plan policies, strategies, 
and the new freight investment plan 

 2017 

5. Description of how innovative technologies and operational
strategies including freight intelligent transportation
systems, that improve the safety and efficiency of freight
movement were considered

Refer to relevant sections of 2011 OFP and other policy plans for 
policies and strategies 

 2017 

6. Description of improvements that may be required to reduce
or impede the deterioration of roadways due to projected
wear from travel by heavy vehicles

Refer to relevant sections of 2011 OFP, the OHP, and the OTP state 
of good repair policies 

 2017 
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FAST Act State Freight Planning Requirements ODOT Approach Schedule 

7. Inventory of facilities with freight mobility issues, such as
bottlenecks, within the state, and for those facilities that are
state owned or operated, a description of the strategies the
state is employing to address those freight mobility issues

Inventory of needs will include tiered list of Freight Highway 
Bottlenecks (Delay Areas), Intermodal Connectors, and non-highway 
facilities with freight mobility issues 

Refer to existing plans for strategies to address issues 

 2017

8. Consideration of any significant congestion or delay caused
by freight movements and any strategies to mitigate that
congestion or delay

Discuss with ODOT Regions, ODOT Rail Division, and O F
A C  related to passing lanes, truck climbing 
lanes, and rail-highway at grade crossings that have delays 

 2017

9. Freight investment plan that includes a list of priority
projects and describes how freight formula funds would be
invested and matched

The inventory of facilities with freight mobility issues will inform the 
list of priority projects in the investment plan 

ODOT will develop a proposal, working with region staff for project 
scoping and cost information, including freight formula funds and 
matching fund sources for each project 

Investment plan proposal shared with ACTs and OFAC for feedback 

 2017

10. Consult with the state freight advisory committee Prepare an OFAC consultation section of the update outlining all 
points and steps in which OFAC provided input and guided the 
amendment process. 

Examples include: 
Inventory of facilities (bottlenecks, intermodal connectors,
non-highway system needs)
Investment strategy
Performance measures
Delay caused by freight movements
Draft plan amendment review

 2017

 2017

 2017

Contact 
Scott Turnoy Erik Havig 
Freight Planning Program Manager Planning Section Manager 
scott.turnoy@odot.state.or.us erik.m.havig@odot.state.or.us 
503-986-3703 503-986-4127 
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in an urbanized area 

H
I

J
K

Note: MPOs in urbanized areas with population of 500,000 or more may designate Critical Urban Freight Corridors in coordination 
with the State. In urbanized areas with population under 500,000, the State, in consultation with MPOs, may designate CUFCs. 
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